INFORMATION SHEET
CASA - The Voice of Clark County’s Children
(A Court Appointed Special Advocate Program)

What does a CASA do?

CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocate.  We advocate for the best interest of abused and neglected children involved in the court system in Clark County.  Parents are most often appointed attorneys, the child is not, rather a CASA is appointed.
The CASA is responsible for taking the time to find out as much as possible about the child.  We interview parents, family members, talk to teachers, social workers, health providers, and most importantly, visit the child regularly. We submit a report to the court and attend hearings to recommend what is best for the child. 
Who are CASA volunteers?

CASA volunteers are ordinary citizens, age 21 or over.  They come from diverse backgrounds and many work full-time.  Some are students or retired persons.  The most important qualities in a volunteer are commitment, objectivity, good communication skills, and caring about children.

Clark County’s CASA Program

The courts are seeing an increasing number of children in abuse and neglect cases. There is a critical need for volunteers so that no child goes without an advocate. The Clark County, Indiana program operates under the name “CASA - The Voice of Clark County’s Children” and is a court program operating under the auspices of Clark County Superior Court I.
What is the time commitment?

Most CASA volunteers work one case at a time.  It is estimated that a volunteer will spend approximately 10 to 15 hours doing research and conducting interviews prior to the first court appearance.  After that, it is estimated the volunteer will spend 4 to 10 hours per month on their case.  Volunteers are asked to commit to a child until their case is dismissed.  

What does the training include?

The new CASA volunteer will attend 30 hours of training. There is an annual requirement of 12 hours of continued training. Volunteers will receive training in many areas including social service and case management, the court system and procedures, the needs of children and family dynamics .  Once you have completed the training, you will be sworn in as an officer of the court.
How do I become a volunteer?
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Fill out an application, attend a face-to-face interview, and submit to criminal and Child Protective Services background checks.
For further information, please contact:

Shay Grahn, Program Director
CASA - The Voice of Clark County’s Children

P. O. Box 866
Jeffersonville, IN 47131-866
Phone: (812) 285-0743
Fax:
 (812) 285-0751
Email:
sgrahn@casavoice.org
Website: www.CASAVoice.org
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